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Bay Hill Golf Club & Lodge Build Another Part of their 

Legacy with the Eclipse 360 ELiTE 
 
Legacy building is a daily task at Bay Hill Golf Club & Lodge, and the Jacobsen 
Eclipse 360 ELiTE is the latest part of that journey. 
 
Every day for the last six months, the lithium-ion powered greens mower has 
been in use at the home of the Arnold Palmer Invitational and has impressed 
every operator that's cut with it for different reasons. 
 
For some, it's the silent operation, and for others, it's the timing of the reels. The 
swing-out center reel put a smile on mechanics' faces in the workshop, and the 
battery life and quality of cut have been universally praised. 
 
The club, through Mr. Palmer, has a long and established relationship with 
Jacobsen, and this latest advancement with battery technology is likely to shape 
the greenkeeping legacy for years to come, as Director of Grounds, Chris Flynn, 
explains. 
 
"Arnold Palmer bought this property in the late 60s, and now we're building his 
legacy. Jacobsen and Bay Hill have had a relationship literally for decades, and 
Mr. Palmer was a spokesperson for Jacobsen and had very close relationships, 
and that relationship is just as strong as ever today. 
 
"The bottom line, and what matters most is performance. For us, this mower 
could not have performed any better; and I look forward to getting a few of them 
here on property full-time. I think any Superintendent would be more than 
pleased if they could get their hands on one. 
 
"We've had it on the property for six months now, and we have used it every day 
since it's been here. What's been fantastic for us with all our practice greens 
being so close to the lodge is being able to go up there with the electric mower 
without making a lot of noise. That has been huge.  
 
"Another thing is the operators love it. The ease of operation and the timing of 
how the reels go up and down is great. The cut quality is certainly what Jacobsen 
has been known for a long, long time. 
 
"In terms of its footprint on the green, we haven't seen any issues at all. It's 
been a win-win all around. The mechanics have been very pleased with it. The 
way that back reel swings out was one of the first things our mechanics certainly 
noticed and put big smiles on their faces. It definitely makes their life's a lot 
easier. 
 
"When we wrap up with the mower and charge it up when we're done, it's ready 
to go for the next morning at full capacity. We've yet to run into a situation 
where we ran out of power and couldn't finish mowing. We've mowed all 18 



 

 

greens, we've mowed more than that, double-cutting, and we have yet to have 
an issue with the mower running out of power before us finishing the job." 
 
The new Eclipse 360 ELiTE from Jacobsen has been designed to combine the next 
generation of ELiTE lithium-ion batteries with a signature cut that has been 
trusted for a century. 
 
ELiTE batteries have powered E-Z-GO vehicles for over 15 million hours, and the 
Eclipse 360 ELiTE has adopted that technology to make a mower that can cut 50+ 
large greens on a single charge. 

 
About Textron Inc.  
Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, 
defense, industrial and finance businesses to provide customers with innovative 
solutions and services. Textron is known around the world for its powerful brands 
such as Bell, Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming, E-Z-GO, 
Greenlee, Textron Off Road, Arctic Cat, Textron Systems, and TRU Simulation + 
Training. For more information, visit: www.textron.com. 

Certain statements in this press release may project revenues or describe strategies, 
goals, outlook or other non-historical matters; these forward-looking statements 
speak only as of the date on which they are made, and we undertake no obligation to 
update them. These statements are subject to known and unknown risks, 
uncertainties, and other factors that may cause our actual results to differ materially 
from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements.  

About Textron Specialized Vehicles Inc. 
Textron Specialized Vehicles Inc., a Textron Inc. company, is a leading global manufacturer 
of golf cars, utility and personal transportation vehicles, snowmobiles, side-by-sides, all-
terrain vehicles, professional turf-care equipment, and ground support equipment. Textron 
Specialized Vehicles markets products under the E-Z-GO®, Cushman®, Arctic Cat®, 
Textron Off Road™, Jacobsen®, Dixie Chopper®, Ransomes®, TUG™, Douglas™, Premier™ 
and Safeaero™ brands. Its vehicles are found in environments ranging from golf courses to 
factories, airports to planned communities, and theme parks to hunting preserves. 
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